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Progress has been made since Copenhagen

International climate change negotiations have made significant, but insufficient progress
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Domestic actions building

More critically, domestic action to limit carbon pollution and drive investment in
low pollution technologies in key major emitters has accelerated in
the lead up to Copenhagen and since.

Renewable energy: The number of countries with renewable energy targets
has increased to 138, up from 109 in 2010.

Carbon pricing: Emission trading has expanded to 40 countries, including
parts of China and the US, with countries such as South Korea, Mexico and
South Africa considering carbon pricing.

Regulations: Regulations to cut pollution from specific sectors such as
vehicles, buildings and power stations are gaining momentum in the United
States, China, the EU, and Canada.

Carbon bubble: Investors are recognising that the physics of climate science
require carbon budgets that must leave vast fossil fuel resources unused.




Australia’s national interest

Australia is likely to be more adversely impacted by climate change than other
comparable countries. This implies that Australia has a stronger interest than
most in arguing for deeper and more rapid cuts in global emissions.
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+ Very high, extreme, and catastropic fire days occur twice as often in south-east Australia.

+ More injury, mental trauma, and death from extreme events, e.g. approx. 2,000 more heat deaths per year.
+ Some coastal developments lost to erosion and storm damage; infratsructure maintenance costs rise.

+ Regional ald and disaster response needs grow, placing extra pressures on Australian resources.

+ Mare extreme bush fire weather and longer fire seasons.

+ Intensity and frequency of heat waves and drought rising.

+ 50 per cent loss of Great Barrier Resf coral caver from storms, crown of thorns and high temperatures
+ Approx. 20 cm increase in sealevel world wide since 1880.

Source: CSIRO, Bureau of Met., Climate Commission, Garnaut
Review, Climate Analytics
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Emerging shape of 2015 agreement

The 2015 agreement will involve countries advancing self-selected contributions.
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Global modelling of 2-degree world

There is disconnection between global technology pathways and national low
carbon strategies.
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RCP2.6 mitigation scenario - energy, D.P. van Vuuren, et al. 2011.




Warsaw scenarios

Importance of the meeting will be reflected in the political dynamics it creates
and sequence of events it sets up as we head towards 2015.

One World: Progressive nations secure a strong timeline for enhanced pre-
2020 ambition and post 2020 ambition. Assurances to vulnerable countries
that long-term financing will be delivered. This counter-balances attempts to
weaken progress.

Old World: Historic North vs South conflicts are inflamed by lack of clear
progress on key issues. These include ratification of Kyoto Protocol, limited
confidence climate financing will be delivered, and the questions of how the
most vulnerable nations should be helped to cope with unmanageable climate
damage.

Collapse: Vulnerable nations fail to secure a decision on climate damages or
ambition that they find acceptable and walk out of the meeting.
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The Climate Institute strongly acknowledges the fruitful discussions with and work by E3G upon
which these scenarios are based: 7




Complementary actions to build ambition

Setting domestic examples: e.g. Australia’s experiences
with domestic policies

Fossil fuel subsidy reform and MDB spending:
Removal of fossil fuel subsidies a strong focus of IMF, IEA
and World Bank. MDB coal plant funding being removed

International financing: central to building resilience to
climate impacts and unlocking private sector investments

HFCs: reduce HFCs domestically in advance of an
agreement under the Montreal Protocol




Ambition roadmap to Paris

2015
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Conclusions

International action is significant but insufficient

International framework being built on the success (or
failure) of domestic actions

Paris outcome will likely involve new post-2020 goals with
(formal or informal) review mechanisms against 2 degree
goal

Still fundamental policy disconnects between collective
Interest in avoiding 2 degree C
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More information

visit Www.climateinstitute.org.au

The Australia’s National Policy Advances 2013 fgez

Climate Climate Interest

Institute

Or connect with us on Facebook or Twitter for the latest news on global climate action...
www.facebook.com/theclimateinstitute
www.twitter.com/climateinstitut
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More information

To find out who’s acting on climate change visit our interactive Global Climate Action Map where you

can track and compare country actions.
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