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Progress has been made since Copenhagen 
International climate change negotiations have made significant, but insufficient progress 

• Countries representing 

80% global emissions 

commit to action 

• Political commitment to 

avoid 2oC 

• US$ 100 billion financing 

commitment 

• Country emissions 

commitments placed 

under UNFCCC 

• Green Climate Fund 

established 

• Agreement to finalise 

new binding agreement 

covering commitments 

from all major emitters 

• Agreement to 2nd Kyoto 

target period 

• Agreement to streamline 

negotiations towards 

new agreement in 2015 

• Finalisation of agreement 

on 2nd Kyoto target 

period 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=nmFpGVVd8h1ROM&tbnid=_JNLpvLHQocGdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.globalcitizencorps.org/blog/2009/12/get-facts-copenhagen&ei=94lcUo2fCsWElQXyjIGoBQ&bvm=bv.53899372,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNE1xtR31VHrd30YC0gukpFHGeHKeA&ust=1381882725172414
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Zy-4TrlevTHaDM&tbnid=hHXQcpDtkilXwM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://devpolicy.org/climate-finance-at-cancun-week-1-20101207/cancun-mexico-climate-change-conference-2010/&ei=VYpcUqirNoG0kgX3xICYCw&bvm=bv.53899372,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNFxYqzubzdc6cs6EmTelAGDzm1jUw&ust=1381882831096867
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=luLD_sYYd_nl_M&tbnid=Tajqb2_ZoGlpdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://globalsolutions.org/blog/2011/12/durban-platform-climate-change-progress-or-stalling&ei=UotcUpT8HYPdkAXX0YHIBA&bvm=bv.53899372,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNH_nSrmd0taA5zp4CL3YxjBpxDeQg&ust=1381883088073691
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=l1rBW-otxA55IM&tbnid=UM1omykRav16uM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.iisd.ca/climate/cop18/enb/&ei=EoxcUurlCMm2kAXVm4CACw&bvm=bv.53899372,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNHachfx5KxhqcJBtQQIYRrw4mw7kg&ust=1381883276074375


 3 

Domestic actions building 
More critically, domestic action to limit carbon pollution and drive investment in 

low pollution technologies in key major emitters has accelerated in  

the lead up to Copenhagen and since.  
 
 Renewable energy: The number of countries with renewable energy targets 

has increased to 138, up from 109 in 2010. 

 

 Carbon pricing: Emission trading has expanded to 40 countries, including 

parts of China and the US, with countries such as South Korea, Mexico and 

South Africa considering carbon pricing.  
 

 Regulations: Regulations to cut pollution from specific sectors such as 

vehicles, buildings and power stations are gaining momentum in the United 

States, China, the EU, and Canada. 

 

 Carbon bubble: Investors are recognising that the physics of climate science 

require carbon budgets that must leave vast fossil fuel resources unused.  
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Australia’s national interest 

Australia is likely to be more adversely impacted by climate change than other 

comparable countries. This implies that Australia has a stronger interest than 

most in arguing for deeper and more rapid cuts in global emissions. 

Source: CSIRO, Bureau of Met., Climate Commission, Garnaut 

Review, Climate Analytics 
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Emerging shape of 2015 agreement 
The 2015 agreement will involve countries advancing self-selected contributions.  
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Global modelling of 2-degree world 
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RCP2.6 mitigation scenario - energy, D.P. van Vuuren, et al. 2011. 

There is disconnection between global technology pathways and national low 

carbon strategies. 
 

Mind the gap 
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Warsaw scenarios 
Importance of the meeting will be reflected in the political dynamics it creates 

and sequence of events it sets up as we head towards 2015.  
 

 One World: Progressive nations secure a strong timeline for enhanced pre-

2020 ambition and post 2020 ambition. Assurances to vulnerable countries 

that long-term financing will be delivered. This counter-balances attempts to 

weaken progress.  

 

 Old World:  Historic North vs South conflicts are inflamed by lack of clear 

progress on key issues. These include ratification of Kyoto Protocol, limited 

confidence climate financing will be delivered, and the questions of how the 

most vulnerable nations should be helped to cope with unmanageable climate 

damage.  
 

 Collapse:  Vulnerable nations fail to secure a decision on climate damages or 

ambition that they find acceptable and walk out of the meeting. 

The Climate Institute strongly acknowledges the fruitful discussions with and work by E3G upon 

which these scenarios are based: http://www.e3g.org/ 
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Complementary actions to build ambition 

 Setting domestic examples: e.g. Australia’s experiences 

with domestic policies 

 

 Fossil fuel subsidy reform and MDB spending: 

Removal of fossil fuel subsidies a strong focus of IMF, IEA 

and World Bank. MDB coal plant funding being removed 

 

 International financing: central to building resilience to 

climate impacts and unlocking private sector investments  

 

 HFCs: reduce HFCs domestically in advance of an 

agreement under the Montreal Protocol 
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Ambition roadmap to Paris 

New national offers 

Oz policy 

review 

2014 2015 
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Conclusions 

 International action is significant but insufficient 

 

 International framework being built on the success (or 

failure) of domestic actions 

 

 Paris outcome will likely involve new post-2020 goals with 

(formal or informal) review mechanisms against 2 degree 

goal 

 

 Still fundamental policy disconnects between collective 

interest in avoiding 2 degree C 
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More information 

 

Visit  www.climateinstitute.org.au 

Or connect with us on Facebook or Twitter for the latest news on global climate action… 

www.facebook.com/theclimateinstitute 

www.twitter.com/climateinstitut 
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More information 

 

globalclimateactionmap.climateinstitute.org.au 

To find out who’s acting on climate change visit our interactive Global Climate Action Map where you 

can track and compare country actions. 


